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As a young Florentine envoy to the courts of France and the Italian principalities, Niccolò
Machiavelli (1469–1527) was able to observe firsthand the lives of people strongly united under
one powerful ruler. His fascination with that political rarity and his intense desire to see the
Medici family assume a similar role in Italy provided the foundation for his "primer for princes." In
this classic guide to acquiring and maintaining political power, Machiavelli used a rational
approach to advise prospective rulers, developing logical arguments and alternatives for a
number of potential problems, among them governing hereditary monarchies, dealing with
colonies and the treatment of conquered peoples. Refreshing in its directness, yet often
disturbing in its cold practicality, The Prince sets down a frighteningly pragmatic formula for
political fortune. Starkly relevant to the political upheavals of the 20th century, this calculating
prescription for power remains today, nearly 500 years after it was written, a timely and startling
lesson in the practice of autocratic rule that continues to be much read and studied by students,
scholars and general readers as well.

"It is rare that a book manages to be both a great work of scholarship and a beautiful object."
―The New Criterion"...generously fulfills any urbanologist’s fantasy." ―New York
Times"Recommended. All levels/libraries." ―CHOICE MagazineAbout the AuthorJeremy Black
is Professor of History at the University of Exeter and a Senior Fellow at the Center for the Study
of America and the West at the Foreign Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia, USA.
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Bill Williams, “People up to no good are said to be Machiavellian and manipulative. I’d been
meaning to read The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli based on the reputation of the book alone.
People up to no good are said to be Machiavellian and manipulative. I expected a treatise on
how to manipulate people on an individual level. It is a much broader book than that.The Prince
is a guidebook for new rulers, or Princes, instructing them on the best way to rule over a
populace. It’s a book on good governance with interesting bits of wisdom here and there. And,
it’s a difficult read because the text calls on events that were current at the time it was written in
1513. The Prince also features a translation straight from antiquity.Consider this little bit about
building fortresses…"So that, on the whole, the best fortress you can have, is in not being hated
by your subjects. If they hate you no fortress will save you; for when once the people take up
arms, foreigners are never wanting to assist them."That’s a bit of wisdom. It is immediately
followed by this passage…"Within our own time it does not appear that fortresses have been of
service to any Prince, unless to the Countess of Forlì after her husband Count Girolamo was
murdered; for by this means she was able to escape the first onset of the insurgents, and
awaiting succour from Milan, to recover her State; the circumstances of the times not allowing
any foreigner to lend assistance to the people. But afterwards, when she was attacked by
Cesare Borgia, and the people, out of hostility to her, took part with the invader, her fortresses
were of little avail. So that, both on this and on the former occasion, it would have been safer for
her to have had no fortresses, than to have had her subjects for enemies.All which
considerations taken into account, I shall applaud him who builds fortresses, and him who does
not; but I shall blame him who, trusting in them, reckons it a light thing to be held in hatred by his
people."There are chapters on how to deal with flatterers and how to treat Ministers. The text
concludes with Machiavelli encouraging a leader to use the lessons of the book and to step
forward to rid Italian soil of barbarians.Machiavelli advises the need for realism and talks of the
influence of Fortune, for good and bad. The Prince an interesting read with applications to the
modern age, but to get to the meat of the advice, you get a big dose of the politics of the ancient
world.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Nothing fancy, but good value for price. It's exactly what it says it is.
Good value”

Eddie, “Politicians usually read this text in the first political science .... Politicians usually read
this text in the first political science class which they take. Actually, understanding Politics
without understanding the principles in this text is an impossibility. A person who does not
understand the principles of this text is too naive to understand why their leaders do what they
do. Politics occurs in business, family life, and other settings, as well as government;
Machiavelli's rules may be applied in all of these. Though living by these rules isn't necessary, a



successful politician must act with mindfulness of their implications, or face failure. Considering
the far reaching implications of Machiavelli's thought, one might wonder why elementary school
children do not study "the Prince."Many people don't have the guts to face what Machiavelli
says. He presents the rules of 'hardball' politics; the only time that he mentions morality is when
he describes the occasions in which a leader may need to fake it. Politicians have become so
adept in following these rules that those whom they lead will often take offense at the suggestion
that their leaders live by them. Read this book and understand the daily news."The Prince" is the
quintessential text of Political Science. The Dover edition, though small, does not lack any of the
origional text. It does lack the clutter of scholarly commentaries. It belongs on the shelf of anyone
interested in the politics which impacts their life, but it will merely irritate the gullible”

Ransom Vannoy Colvard, Jr., “great deal. great price and condition.”

david mason, “I knew what I was getting into before buying this .... I knew what I was getting into
before buying this. The truth is I saw a documentary on Nikki Barns (the drug dealer) which said
that he read this book. Naturally curious, I did some research and found that some feel this book
and its lessons are cruel and unusual. Yet you have to remember that this book was written in
the 1500's which, the last time I checked, you were able to get away with murder if you were of
high class. With that being said, I did find the book very informative in that it shows you how
some people of power can think and some of the reasons behind their actions. My suggestion:
read between the lines. Substitute murder for blackmail or extortion. Notice how the process of
gaining allies in The Prince is very similar to how it is done today. The book is only 71 pages and
for the price it's worth sitting down for a night or two to see how someone 50 years ago would
think.”

Sonny Laskin, “Interesting and a Well Worth Reading for any Student of Politics or War!. One
Part Chanakya and another part Sun-Tzu set in the early renaissance period of a chaotic Italy,
where it was broken up to various City states. A lot of the advice given by Machiavelli is seen in
Sun-Tzu and Chanakya's works, like how to be both loved and feared to be a good leader from
Sun Tzu and how to form alliances and when to wage war on an adversary from Chanakya's
work the Arthashastra. Useful as this advice can be modified and adapted to fit modern times
on these helpful principals laid out by Machiavelli. Only thing is I which the translator had not
use a medieval or Renaissance grammar structure style in the translation. Also, he used archaic
words like burthen in the work, which I have no clue as to why except to maybe try to stay true to
the translation but not really necessary in my opinion.”

Felix Delgado, “Always wanted to read this. Considering the number of references to Machiavelli
that I've heard, I thought that it was important to read this. I cannot say how his name came to
have this current meaning from reading this. It's conclusion is definitely a self-aggrandizing and



sets the whole of the book as a resume for a position.”

Harry Wynter, “Amazon at its core. Well worth the price paid. Amazon at its inception.”

Kingram, “I should have bought this 40 years ago!. I bought this book after seeing a
documentary on Machiavelli on BBC.. The book was written 500 years ago. I should have bought
this 49 years ago, now I am retired. But still find it very interesting and now I am thinking where
did I go wrong. I never knew that this book was in existence for 500. No body told me about this
book. I am now happy that my son and daughter have bought this book and they find it useful in
their career.”

Ebook Library Reader, “The Prince and relevance to today.. II found the writing style very difficult
to follow at first. The long sentences with many inserted additional points hard to follow and
keep the main thread going. However I did get used to it about a third of the way through. The
points described about the methods of power management and the position of a 'Prince'
seemed very relevant to the power struggles we see being played out today. Perhaps this say a
lot about human behaviour not really changed much from then to now.”

Chris_Carlisle, “Still Relevant Today. Everyone knows the gist of The Prince I think, so I won't
write a long review.A lot of good points and strategies in there, but quite a dry read - good job it's
short!”

Dr, “great. Used this in one of my business lectures as I compared Machiavelli's text to current
business - and particularly what a CEO should do when acquiring new companies.
Interesting......”

bushmaster57, “Very interesting book. This book, much like Sun Tzsu's The Art of War is a
favourite among politicians and big businessmen alike. A very interesting look into the tactics of
skullduggery and political survival”

The book by Alan H. Goodman has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 1,572 people have provided
feedback.



Language: English
Hardcover: 224 pages
Item Weight: 7.7 ounces
Dimensions: 7 x 1 x 5 inches
Reading age: 6 - 8 years
Paperback: 144 pages
Grade level: 1 - 2
File size: 5135 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 314 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

